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of history are all around us. The past leaves prints @
& our calendar contains intriguing cultural clues.

4 months are named for Latin ordinal numbers-September,
October, November, December stand for 7, 8, 9,10-yet we
know them as the 9th, 10th, 11th & 12th months of the year
(our 4th month April means after or 2nd). What's behind this

odd 2-month discrepancy? Their names date from an ancient
10-month Roman calendar that began in March. 2 millennia
later the names still worked even in a 12-month year, for the
Middle Ages’ New Year was Mar. 25-Annunciation Day e
.4 ~—feast of Christ's conception/Incarnation-9 months &I
before Christmas. March 25th continued as Y i
New Year’s Day until adollltion of the Gregorian %= »
calendar (Jan. 1st), complete by the mid-1700s. {}
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