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March 25:   Solemnity of the Annunciation of Our Lord

On this day the Church honors the moment that Jesus our Divine Redeemer began his human life as a tiny but intricate single cell in the womb of his virgin mother. From this first moment of his conception he merited our salvation and was already our High Priest offering his entire life for us. Indeed, were it not for obstacles on our part which hindered us from receiving the effects of his merits, his conception alone would have been enough to merit our eternal salvation. But we humans are able to recognize only what we can see. We can see the end of our Redeemer’s sacrificial life, but we cannot see its hidden beginning. Neither his mother nor anyone else in the town of Nazareth was able to see that the Redeemer’s human life had begun. On this day his mother believed with faith alone that he was present in her body, just as we believe with faith alone that he is present in the Eucharist.
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April 25:   Completion of Jesus’ First Month

On this day we mark the completion of the first month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. Already his pulsating heart sends his precious blood coursing through the filament-like veins of his miniscule body. It is the same precious blood which he will later shed for us on the Cross, the same precious blood he will give to us in Communion. And like the blood at Mass under the appearance of wine, the blood in his pulsating one-month-old heart is hidden from our sight. The passers-by who see his mother making her way to the door of the home of her cousin Elizabeth in the hill country can neither see nor hear his tiny heart which beats for them, nor can his mother see or hear it. She climbs the steps of her cousin’s house incognizant of the hidden heartbeat of the Redeemer within her womb.
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May 25:   Completion of Jesus’ Second Month

On this day we mark the completion of the second month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. Like any other young human of this age, he turns and twirls, dives and somersaults in the warm waters of the womb that surround him on all sides. And like those of any other young human of this age, his exertions soon end in exhaustion. To be so vulnerable to such human exhaustion is an act of profound humiliation on the part of the One through whom the universe was created. This act of humiliation which lasted from his conception till his death was a continual priestly sacrifice offered to the Father on our behalf. His conception and his death on the Cross and all that he did between these two events were one sacrifice offered for his beloved people who as yet are unaware of what he does.









Vitae Press, Annunciation Society

June 25:   The Completion of Jesus’ Third Month

This day marks the completion of the third month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. As is common with small humans of this age, each day he pushes himself repeatedly with his feet away from the wall of the womb so that his head bounces against the opposite side of the womb sending him back for another push and then for another bounce. Over and over he pushes and bounces. Like the activity of any athlete, what he does is both play and work. He is building up the muscles he needs to maneuver in the watery womb and to grow advantageously. But as does any athlete he eventually fatigues and, as is so common at any age when fatigue occurs, he twists his body awkwardly and feels a wrenching of a muscle. Preoccupied at this very moment with attending the childbed of her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of Jesus continues with her task at hand knowing nothing of what the child in her own womb is experiencing. Later his mother will recognize all too acutely the pains her Son will suffer, but at the present moment she can neither see nor recognize his hidden pains.
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July 25:   The Completion of Jesus’ Fourth Month

This day marks the completion of the fourth month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. Like other small humans of this age he breathes the waters of the womb in and out of his lungs which each day grow stronger with such constant exercise. This exercise is preparation for the day when his lungs will no longer breathe warm water but cool air. But as might any small human of his age, he catches his breath in terror as he startles at the resounding crash of a carpenter’s tool when it hits the stone floor. It is human terror that he experiences. His terror is the terror of any man, woman, or child in mortal fear for their life. It is the terror of the soldier in the battlefield when a mine explodes. It is the terror of a passenger when a crashing plane makes contact with the ground. It is the terror of his beloved people which the Infant Christ has taken on.
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August 25:   The Completion of Jesus’ Fifth Month

This day marks the completion of the fifth month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. His strenuous bouncing and kicking, usual for a young human of this age, soon causes him to experience an overpowering thirst. It is only a few seconds till he slakes his thirst by gulping and swallowing the waters of the womb. But what is only a few seconds to an adult is like an interminable duration to so young a human who has not yet developed the physiological capacity to measure time. He sips the water more slowly, then smiles the brief, fleeting smile of the very young. Finally falling asleep, he later dreams of his human thirst and whimpers in his sleep as he re-lives his fearful anxiety. It is the anxiety of his beloved people which the young Redeemer has taken on. It is the anxiety felt by the traveler in the desert without water; it is the anxiety felt by the traveler stranded in a blizzard with no liquid to drink.
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September 25: The Completion of Jesus’ Sixth Month 

This day marks the completion of the sixth month of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. Like any child of so many months he gambols and tumbles in the warm waters that surround him, unseen by the outside world. But as with any child of his age, his gamboling and tumbling are interrupted now and then by the smarts and stings of the human condition: a wrenching cramp in a muscle, the sharp painful spasm of a hiccup, the dull ache of an over-stretched sinew. Then, like any child in the womb of this age, he ceases his gamboling to thrash his limbs and to weep human tears which, unseen, join the silent waters of the womb. Because he has many more pain receptors, a child of this age feels more pain than an adult does. A needle prick to a child of this age is more like a nail through the palm of an adult. Walking the paths of Nazareth, his mother cannot see her child’s silent tears as she carries her full pitcher back from the town well. Nor can the neighbors she greets along the way see his tears, though he can hear their voices. His hidden tears become part of the priestly sacrifice of his entire life offered to the Father for his beloved people.
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October 25:   The Completion of Jesus’ Seventh Month

On this day we mark the completion of the seventh month of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. Each morning he welcomes the Nazarene sunlight which penetrates both the wall of the womb and the still-sealed lids of his young eyes. Without this light his human eyesight could not develop. But no longer can he cavort so freely as he did. No longer can he tumble and somersault at will in the waters of the womb. The muscles in his legs, arms and shoulders once taut from exercise grow weaker with lack of use. For as he grows larger, the walls of the womb have started to close in on him. He kicks against them and uses them for leverage when, roughly awakened from his late morning sleep by the noon-time clatter of cookware in the outer world, he turns himself with a jerking motion in the womb. His sleeplessness becomes part of the sacrifice of his life offered for his beloved people. 
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November 25:  The Completion of Jesus’ Eighth Month

On this day we mark the completion of the eighth month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. With much effort and contortions does the Infant Christ now move and turn in the increasingly-constricted womb. His body presses against the walls of the womb on every side and, like any child of so many months, he weeps noiselessly when his sleep is disrupted by the weary turning of his child-heavy mother in bed from her side to her back. Her turning onto her back tosses him against the spiky ridge of her backbone which he can feel all too well through the close wall of the womb. Now in the quiet and dark of the night the noiselessly weeping Infant hears and feels his mother’s thumping heartbeat just as during the day he also heard her voice and felt the occasional caresses of her hands through the wall of the womb now so close to his body. She, however, can neither hear his silent, airless wailing nor see his human tears which mingle invisibly with the waters of the womb. His distress becomes part of the sacrifice of his entire life through which he begs the Father’s mercy for himself and for all who can neither see nor hear him.
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December 25:  The Completion of Jesus’ Ninth Month

On this day we mark the completion of the ninth month of the life of Jesus our Divine Redeemer in the womb. He who at the moment of his conception became our High Priest now emerges from the sacristy of the womb fully vested in the garments of his humanity. He now proceeds into the sanctuary of the outside world to begin the Mass which is his life. So it is that the Infant High Priest enters the surprising world of air to stare for the first time with his human eyes at the face which goes with the familiar voice of his mother. The two gaze at each other for the first time. He gazes only at her, for his human eyes cannot as yet focus on objects farther away. His gaze is part of his prayer to the Father that just as he has now seen the face of his ever-virgin mother so, too, she and all his beloved people will come at last to see the face of their heavenly Father in the glory of the eternal Christmas which awaits them in God’s kingdom. The joy of our earthly Christmas this season is only a foretaste of the heavenly Christmas to come.
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